Local Landmark
City of Auburn Designation Application

| P For Staff Use Only |

JE Building |:| Site D District Approval Date
|:| Structure |:| Object |:! Multiple Property

] 1. NAME AND LOCATION OF PROPERTY [

Historic Name  The  (l-eans
Other names/site number _(pH00) 34 09K
Address R(A Centrol  Ave
Historicaddress  %|D Cenranl  Ave,

[ 2. PROPERTY OWNER(S) NAME AND ADDRESS

Name Dale. and Susaon Thonas

Streetand number  7.00| 99+ <t

Cty _Aubuvn State NIt zip 1p%30S

Phone (H) 402- 274-1583 (w) 402-274-3213 Email %UZZ\!WOMO\S@Y\&\:)-W.LOW\

(3. NOMINATION PREPARED BY |

Name/title  Abbi® NMoser

Organization _Pejru Smabe Ct:)l\«::q.J €,

Street and number {000 toyt Streed—

Gty Peru state  N)E zip 0942
Phone $00- THL-4411 Email _0domorer @ Comipys Peve . edu
Date prepared _4{-|3-|3 Signature (\Mﬂ« MO‘«,L_




Name of Property Thir Cleow éns

] 4. NUMBER OF RESOURCES WITHIN PROPERTY

Contributing Non Contributing Contributing resources previously listed on the
1 hu o Buildings National Register or Local Register
vl = pe b @ COvSrmuchon)  Sites
Structures
Objects
Total

| 5. GEOGRAPHIC DATA

Acreage of property  |ecs Vaow |

Property identification number  Pavcel vwutoer = YO0 0GR

| 6. BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION AND JUSTIFICATION |

Describe boundary line encompassing all man-made and natural resources to be included in designation {general
legal description or survey). Attach map delimiting proposed boundary. {(Use continuation sheet if necessary)

The Uleanery & \otared 0w 6 Yot 1n Hhe H-owb oo NN{SV\ addition

Yo Auburd; foks S, b, ard 7. There 15 | ouldivg, foaked on - the property
thot W builk in 200‘? aftexr o Hre destroy % the ovigwal

The, aviopnal ouilding \W0S ONi on ok S; \ous\dnn s an loty @F7 wWere
bought ond forn dedin before rebuiding, W 1 lomfed i Avowrn Schoo) Didmidk)
mrughivhood WHS . Lot size vs 10,000~ %000 SHuare Feet.

[ 7. FUNCTION OR USE |

Historic Functions Current Functions

Paink cmdwgmpg?gg sfoye PDry clegwners

Dry_cleones

Lot T wias p\rwgo_\glg o oblce m,gg\_\f sfore.

| 8. DESCRIPTION

Architectural Classification Materials
Story . conurete Slab foundarion contrere. Wik, vweta
g ggﬂ, poure d 5},|Ppnrt bvick 1 doulde h"ﬂg sash waindow?  Mmetal
cond
Narrative Description

On one or more continuation sheets describe the historic and existing condition of the property.
lllustrate the following information: original location and setting; natural features; pre-histeric man-
made features; subdivision design; description of surrounding buildings; major alterations and present
appearance; interior appearance.
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Name of Property ﬂ\_& C\mWS

[ 9. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Criteria for Significance
(mark one or more boxes for the appropriate criteria)

(1) Historical importance or
cultural significance, or association
with a significant person

D {2) Architectural and engineering
importance

w (3) Geographic importance

|:| (4} Archeological importance

Narrative Statement of Significance

Area(s) of Significance
(See Attachment A for list of categories)

Period of Significance

od 1895
did oot oL, o drg teanens
unkil 149 (et S) . Did ook istlude
of Moed 7 wnhl 2007,

Significant Dates
' nd 1¥5 d
vy Ayl

Significant Person(s)

Built by Crurch Yowe, and  Uharles
D, Nidon

Cultural Affiliation/Historic Period
Lotored downtoam  ow  (tantrnd

Avenue, - Wweoary o Ywr d hf

Builder
Conshuded os povt of i,

Howie and Nixon Addibon of

Auburn

Architect

Explain the significance of the property as it relates to the above criteria and information on one or
more continuation sheets. Include biographical data on significant person(s), builder, and architect, if

known,

f 10. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation

sheets.
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ATTACHMENT A — Areas of Significance for Local Landmark Designation

A particular site, structure, or area may be designated for preservation as a landmark or
historical district if it has:

(1) Historical importance or cultural significance, or association with a significant person
¢ Historical importance or cultural significance, interest or value as part of the
development, history, heritage or culture of the City, state or nation;
e Associated with the life of a person significant in the past;
s Site of an historic event, or exemplifies the cultural, political, economic, educational,
social or historic heritage of the community;

(2} Architectural and engineering importance

e Architectural and engineering importance, portraying the historical setting or
environment of a distinctive characteristic of an architectural or engineering type,
period, style, or method of construction;

e Work of a resident, builder or designer whose individual work is significant in the
development of the City;

* Contains elements of design, detail, materials or craftsmanship of distinctive quality, or
which represents a significant innovation;

(3} Geographicimportance
¢ Geographic importance, by being a part of or related to a city center, park or other
distinctive area, which should be developed or preserved according to a plan based on a
historic, cultural or architectural motif;
e Owing to its unique location or singular physical characteristic, represents an
established and familiar visual feature of a neighborhood, community, or the City; or

(4) Archeological importance has yielded or is likely to yield information regarding the history
of the area prior to the establishment of the City.



According to the records of deeds in the Nemaha County Clerk’s Office, the
Cleaners building was built on the 809 Central Ave. lot in 1895 by Church Howe and
Charles D. Nixon as part of the Howe and Nixon Addition to the town of Auburn. It
stayed in the Howe family until it was auctioned off and bought by Philip and Anna
Palmer on April 8, 1933 for $2.50. The Palmers originally had the idea to make it into a
Paint and Wallpaper store, but that was never realized. On January 11, 1941 George and
Delores Davis bought the building from the Palmers. The Davis’ turned the building into
a dry cleaners and it has been that ever since. In 1946 the business was sold to Fred J.
and Golda G. Schmidt. On the Nemaha County Assessor Report that was in the folder
for this building it states that the building was owned by Dwain V. and Linda Jean Myers
in 1989. The building was bought by the current owners, Dale and Susan Thomas, on
June 13, 1994,

In 2007 the building caught fire and was burned to the ground with little
remaining. It was decided to tear the remains of the building down and build a new one
from scratch. This is when the Thomas’ bought the 2 adjacent buildings located at 811
and 813 Central Ave. and demolished those as well. The current Cleaners building is on
lots 809, 811, and 813. When rebuilding, the owners wanted to make it look as close to
the original as possible. It was very important that the front of the building remain brick,
but the owners do regret not being able to make the building look older like the original
buildings around it.

Criteria for Significance:
A downtown district representing a town's growth as the commercial focus of the
surrounding agricultural area.
1. Historical importance or cultural significance
Although built in 1895, and the dry cleaning business started here in this
building in 1941 during WWII. The building has been home to the only
dry cleaning business in the town of Auburn. This is very important
because without it the people would not have been able to get their
laundry done; people would have had to commute or send out laundry.
2. Geographic importance
The Cleaners is located in the downtown area of Auburn on Central
Avenue. This is the heart of the city and where many businesses thrived,
including the Cleaners. “The Cleaners” sign outside of the building is a
very unique feature to the building.



*also included are photos taken by the Thomas’ in 2007 before buildings on lots 6 and 7
were torn down.



HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY FORM
STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE

Identification & Location
Common / Present Name _Thhe. Cleanexs

Historic Name _The (leaners

{The name(s) historically used or assaciated with the property during its period of significance. Examples: The Kennard-Ferguson
House, John G. Neihardt Study, Freeman Homestead and School, Eljjah Filley Stone Barn, Fairview.)

Address _ %09 Cenbrnl Ave
City / Town__Aulourn County_ Nenrno o,

Legal Description: If the abstract is unavailable, please contact your County Register of Deeds to obtain a
complete legal description.

Urban X__Lot(s) Block Plat Addition
Rural ¥ Section 4 Section Section Township Range
Other Legal

Ownership / Biographical
Current Owner Name Tole. ond Swion Thornas

Address 2001 29t g} City _Avburn state NE Zip0R 205
Phone Number(s) 402~ 274~ 3213 Email _Suzzy thoms @ néb . rr tom

Original Owner_Churth Howe  and Charies D. Nixan Date(s) _ 1535 — 1433

Subsequent Owners_Lo. Ntho Avdreans Date(s) 1423 — 19439

Phillpy P. and Avno Palmer Date(s) June 27,1929~ Jan. 1, 14|
Be,orqe, F. oand DPeons L Downs Date(s) Jan-1, A41- Aprni | \l, \q4p
Use of Property Fred J and Goldo. Schmid+ #pi \T,18406 -

Original use(s) Pourt: ovnd wallpoapexr Stovre Date(s) 1939

Subsequent use(s) Dry  cleawers Date(s)

Current use(s)_Dry_cleaners Date(s) {94 - present

Construction Information

Significant dates (construction, alterations, etc.) Aovi\ 4, 2007 - Bvee, coused need for ve'owlding
bouaht 2 odacent buddine s and huly on ¥hoee obs - buily 18945
Architect / Engineer / Firm Namé(s)__( 8 pexs CondivwtHn

Builder / Contractor / Craftsman__ ("n © fos Conshruthon
Do site plans, architectural drawings or other historic materials (e.g. photographs) exist? Q\Yes ONo

If yes, describe. Phohs of bmld\nrf’ sint, 1994 ore in e Thgwios podsesSion L, £1oor
[ i i
In whose possession? _Dale 0\% Sudan ThRomo s Are they available for copy? Jx|Yes [INo

~/

Form submitted by Ll owner — same as above

Name _Alhie, Mosty Company / Organization_ Yexny Stakt,  (o\lep-e
Address _0OD Moyt Seeek ciy _YPeru StateNE zip _WEY2) .
Phone Number(s) 300~ 742- 44/2 Email _Abrostn @mmwgw; Peiny AW

Please check if public knowledge of this property would endanger its protection. [J



Type / Condition

HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY FORM

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE

Property Condition: (check one} E Excellent [ Good [ Fair [ Poor
Category: (Enter the number in the respective category for all that apply)

Buildings: A building is a shelter for any form of human activity, such as a house, bam, church, hotel,
general stare, or factory.

Structures: A structure, such as a bridge, canal, oil well, kiln, or radio tower, is a construction for
purposes other than sheltering human activity.

Objects: An object is a small construction, such as a statue, monument, sign, or fountain. An object

can also be a previously movable item which has been fixed in place for 50 years or longer, such
as a locomotive.

Sites/Landscapes: A site is the location of a significant event or activity, such as a park, cemetery,
mine, trail, battlefield, or a pre-historic settlement.

Is there any archaeological potential (e.g. Native American artifacts, early homestead, privies)? EIYes)ﬂNo
If yes, please describe:

Has the property been altered since its original construction? (additions / modifications) HYes ONo

If yes, please describe changes:

FlRe DESTROYED pRIGmmL I3/ 2007 New SRVCT. 2007

7
Has the property been moved since its original construction? DYes/ﬂNo If yes, complete the following:
Original location (address and legal description, if known): &4’, 574)/'/. )[y'bm'f' RH? CEHITRAL-

Reason for move: Sl =813 CenmAL WERE TEMDLIOHES DR A/EW
Architectural / Landscape Data Longneven -
Building / Structure / Object Information (Please check all that apply)
Foundation Structural Support Exterior Walls Windows Roof
[ Brick [ Baled Hay OJAluminum Siding ElDouble Hung Sash  LJAsphalt Shingle
] Concrete Block [ Concrete Block [DAsbestos O Single Hung Sash OAsphalt Roll
k7] Concrete Slab O Concrete Framed Brick [JCasement JBuilt-up
|_| Concrete Poured Concrete Poured Ceramic [CJFixed [CJCeramic Tile
[ Stone Frame — Wood OConcrete OReplacement Edmetal
ClNone —onearth [ Frame - Metal/Steel [JHorizontal wood siding [ Aluminum Clslate
O Unknown [ Brick - Load Bearing [JLog 0 Viny/ Owood Shingle
[ Other [ Stone - Load Bearing [@Metal [ Stained Glass [CINone - N/A
O Puddled Clay [JShingles — Asphalt JJalousie Oother
[0 Rammed Earth [OShingles ~ Wood [C]Ribbon
[ Sed [JEngineered Siding [[]Glass Block
[ Unknown OPlywood [ JNone/Unknown
[J Other Doss ] Other
OFiberboard
[CIFiber Cement
OStone
OStucco
Overtical wood siding
O Vinyl Siding
Oother
Height l Chimney Parch(es)
[ Stories L] Brick Stove Pipe Arcade LiPortico
[ Below Ground [0 Concrete Block Siding O Balcony OVerandah
CN/A O Stuccoed Masonry ONone OPorte-Cochere  [JWrap-around
[ Other [ Stone Ounknown [CJRecessed None
Oother O Stoop Other_A/ /A



HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY FORM
STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE

Description of Features
For the following three items, attach additional sheets if necessary.

Describe other distinguishing exterior features; for example, spindlework, doors, or unique windows.

The. building hos o oritk exterioy front Oond Glass dovble dOors thak-
are uwsed R enter the tulding. Also hos 2 seb 0fF windoves on

each side OF +he duor- Has o “dishnd- Sign on oufzidt, of Yhe b““dtﬂl
ot stabes Name ond ddress 0f usiness.

Describe interior rooms, spaces, and details; for example, mezzanines, lobbies, flooring, light fixtures,
fireplaces, or woodwork. Keying information to building plans is welcomed.

No oxrpeting 0n Hoovs 5 Some Hype of hard fooving. Open lobby when
WOKInG  through dooY. To +he 1tk o frontk desk OndF Bnished Clothes 0%
hanounG. Open Spact Where wWoshem | sheomes ond  madinery are
o Yocoked . Oftice and olterabion roomis are locared on the ﬂﬂth Side
oF the \owldmg-

Describe the landscape and setting. For an individual building, describe immediate surroundings and
landscape features. For farmsteads or rural complexes, describe each building and their relation to other
buildings and their surroundings. For urban structures or parks, describe the surrounding street(s) or
commercial area(s).

fndmvidual buitding - locoted at %09 Centval Avenue. Rulldog Auto Party
Inc. On Wesk Side of building and +he old Hansen Aulding On the easy
gige. Streer light locaked 1A Bront 0of Cleoness . R\ghi— oukide of Front
doors is & Fire hydront ond o smoall benth. Yardiny Spor Ore located
outside of the lou'nldl%rj. Bulidyg (NKPA) Aubp Pavbs Ing s lotared to th

west of The Ueoners, [he old Hansen \Ouildu\g o jocared to the €ash
of the cleancrs.,
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